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Furmanphi lanth ropy 
Windows to the past Furman seeks to restore, display stained glass treasures 
Picturesque. Graceful .  Striking. 
These words aptly describe the former Furman campus 
in downtown Greenville. Sadly, however, the old campus 
is gone, and very little remains from its historic buildings. 
But during the recent construction and renovation of the 
James B. Duke Library, the Special Collections and Archives 
staff discovered, tucked away in a storage area, some treasures 
from the old campus: 28 stained glass windows which had 
originally hung in Judson Alumni Hall .  
More than a century ago, Furman alumni began lobbying for 
a new building to serve the essential needs of the campus. There 
was no chapel to offer solace and support faith; there were no 
meeting rooms in which to gather and discuss issues of the day. 
In 1 899, those shortcomings were addressed. Charles H. 
Judson, professor and dean, Jed the groundbreaking ceremony, 
and Judson Alumni Hall was completed a year later. During 
Commencement exercises in 1 900 - the first official function 
held in the new building - visitors were awe-struck at the sight 
of the magnificent stained glass windows. 
Years later, 28 of the windows survived the destruction 
of Judson Alumni Hall and the subsequent journey to the new 
campus. As a group, they reflect the sacred and the scholarly 
purposes of Judson Alumni Hall .  For example, one window 
features a dove of peace, another a portrait of Shakespeare. 
The windows also celebrate the university's history and 
the contributions of some of its earliest benefactors and leaders. 
James C. Furman, the university's first president, is featured, 
as is his successor, Charles Manly. 
The windows, which measure approximately 48 inches 
by 42 inches, were discovered too late to be included in the 
library renovation. Furman is, however, hoping to restore and 
install these exceptional windows in the library's Reuben B. Pitts 
Meeting Room and William Gilmore Simms Research Room, 
as well as in other buildings on campus. 
To do so, the university needs your help. For a $4,000 
donation, you can support the restoration and installation 
of one of these beautiful and historic windows. 
Visit the Web at http://library.furman.edu/stainedglass to see 
more windows. For information about sponsoring a window, call 
Ann Bryant at (864) 294-2 19 1  or e-mail ann.bryant@furman.edu. 
